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lctte and brush. The Commissioner laughingly replied that his position 
justified, if it did not require him to uphold the dignity of mechanical 
professions. " Mechanicians nnd Academicians," he said, " are both 
children of inspiration, and differ only in the media of its manifesta- 
tions. One portrays his conceptions on canvass; the other casts them 
in iron and brass, and places the things themselves instead of their 
pictures before you. Is the genius that develops a steamship not equal 
to him who produced the Elgin marbles ? I t a d  the old Greeks, whom 
you worship, Mr. Yanderlyn, honored the Mechanic Arts more, and 
those which ministered to tim vanity of their leaders less, they had left 
a brighter history. Some of their great thinkers were, however, sensi- 
ble of the error, and have left a memorable proof of their conviction." 
"What is that ?" exclaimed Yander]yn. " W h y  this : Instead of 
awarding the goddess of Beauty to the patron of the Fine Arts, they 
gave her, you know, to a Blacksmith ; and, as if to mark the moral 
~vith the keenest emphasis, to a homely, awkward, and a limping one ! 
Such a decision may offend painters and sculptors, proud of their pro- 
fession ; but there is no getting over the fact that, on the sole ground 
of mechanical skill, an artizan, deformed, halting on a broken leg, his 
face and breast blackened with smoke, and his hands hardening into 
horn, is represented as bearing off the great prize in the face of the 
handsome and all-accomplished Apollo himself." 

There was no reviving ¥anderlyn's good humor after this; nor 
would he offer any other reading of the riddle. E. 
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_Proceedings of the Stated 3lontldg ~]leetlng, June 18, 1863. 
John Agnew, ¥iee President, in the Chair. 
Isaac B. Garrigues, Recording Secretary. 
The minutes of the last meeting were read ,~nd approved. 
Donations to the Library were received from tile Royal Astronomi- 

cal Society, London; the K. K. Geologischen Reichsanstalt, and the 
l~ieder-Osterreichischen Gewerbe-Yereines, Vienna, Austria; l'Ecole 
des Mines, :Paris, and the Soci(~t8 Industriclle de Mulhouse, France; 
Major L. A. Huguet-Latour, Montreal, Canada; Frederick Emmcrick, 
:Esq., Washington, D. C. ; the Mercantile Library Association, Brook- 
lyn, New York; Prof. John F. Frazcr and Prof. John C. Cresson, 
:Philadelphia. 

The Periodicals received in exchange for the Journal of the Insti- 
tute were laid on the table. 

The Treasurer's statement of the reccipts and payments for the 
month of May was read. 

The Board of Managers and Standing Committees reported their 
minutes. 

Candidates for membership in the Institute (5) were proposed, and 
the candidate (1) proposed at the last meeting was duly elected. 
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Mr. Samuel Comly exhibited a patent Shaft Coupling, invented by 
~athaniel  Richardson, of Byberry,  23d Ward, Philadelphia. 

Ti~e usual mode of attaching shafts to carriages has been by means 
of a screw-bolt and nut, in which there has been much difficulty in 
preventing the nut from working loose and dropping off in the con- 
tinual jarr ing of tile carriage. Mr. Richardson has very successfully 
obviated this difficulty by dispensing with the nut altogether, and by 
means of a very nea~ attachment keeps the bolt to its place by a 
spring, so arra~ged that its end rests against the head of the bolt~ as 
~vill be seen in the accompanying engraving : 

The spring ~ is attached to the back of the shackle at c by two small 
screws and nuts, parallel with and directly against the axle, about 3 
inches, then turns and comes back to the head of the bolt, which is 
countersunk to receive it, thus preventing any possibility of accidental 
displacement. The spiral spring a is interposed between the head of 
the bolt and the jaw, thus keeping the head steadily in contact with 
the end of the spring, and preventing any rattle that might otherwise 
occur in those parts. The invention is peculiarly adapted to persons 
who frequently change or remove their shafts or tongues--the only 
effort required being to depress the spring and remove the bolt, no 
tool whatever being needed for the purpose. 

ERRATUM. 
A typographical error occurs in the next to the last line of p. 384 of the Journat 

for June (vol. xlv.), which alters entirely the meaning of the sentence. The word 
"only" should be omitted. The intention was to state that ~ewton founded his as- 
sertion, on a mathematical demonstration, and not on failures to solve the problem~ 
r~ferred to. ED. 


